
ENGLISH POLICY 

English at Florence Melly is fun, creative and purposeful. Our vision is to provide 
memorable experiences that enable our pupils to reach their full potential and 
become confident, lifelong learners. We aim to deliver a high-quality English 
curriculum that develops a love of reading and a passion for writing. Running 
parallel to the teaching of reading, writing and oracy, there is an emphasis on the 
development of self-worth and an appreciation of the feelings and cultural 
experiences of others.  

The root of everything we do at Florence Melly stems from our high expectations 
and the belief that ‘if you can dream it, you can do it’. We understand that English 
is at the heart of everyday life and in order for our pupils to flourish, we provide 
them with opportunities that embed fundamental skills through experiences that 
interest, inspire and excite them.  

Teachers at Florence Melly are dedicated to providing an English curriculum where 
the pupils are empowered by a love of reading. The curriculum is full of 
opportunities that develop language and communication and promote purposeful 
writing for a variety of audiences. We achieve this through the use of quality texts 
and creative stimuli that ignite the spark of imagination and allow English to come 
alive. 

Through the delivery of the English curriculum, our pupils are exposed to a variety 
of learning experiences in order to motivate and inspire them. Whole class shared 
and modelled reading and writing activities, whole class vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation work, guided reading and writing activities, independent activities, 
speaking, listening and drama activities all serve to underpin the acquisition of 
writing skills of all stages. We feel it is paramount to establish and utilise the link 
between reading, writing and speaking and listening.  

Children have the opportunity to experience a wide range of quality texts and use 
a range of resources and scaffolding materials to develop independence. These 
include word cards, dictionaries, thesauruses and other prompts.  

All English teaching will contribute to skill development in the following areas: 

• reading 
• writing 
• oracy 
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Reading: 

Early Reading 

We want our children to have the best educational start from day one and believe 
that reading is the foundation to the building blocks of the whole curriculum.  
Early reading is taught using synthetic phonics as the main approach to reading. 
Pupils are systematically taught the phonemes (sounds), how to blend the sounds 
all through the word for reading, and how to segment the sounds in order to write 
words. They are taught to use their phonic skills and knowledge as their first 
approach to reading, but also taught high-frequency words which do not 
completely follow phonic rules. 

Children’s progress is continually reviewed to allow for movement between ability 
groups and phases.In Early Years, phonics is taught through daily phonics lessons 
which are short and pacey using a multisensory approach that supports the 
learning of the phonemes and corresponding graphemes. The children then apply 
their learning in a meaningful context through a range of carefully planned 
activities that are matched to their interests and abilities.  

In addition to this, the children are exposed to a wide range of quality texts that 
are readily accessible in the learning environment. They enjoy shared reading with 
an adult daily and access to the school library. Home readers are introduced to 
individual children at the appropriate time. 

Aims for our children: 

• become independent readers 
• read with confidence, fluency and understanding 
• be able to use a full range of reading skills and strategies, e.g. phonics, 

word recognition, decoding, picture cues, retrieval, inference, vocabulary 
choices, predicting, summarising, sequencing, reflecting on and evaluating 
content 

• have an interest in books and read for enjoyment  
• develop imagination and critical awareness through reading experiences of 

the best examples of traditional and modern literature 
• appreciate the feeling and cultural experiences of others 
• approach unfamiliar and challenging texts with enthusiasm  
• understand a range of genres and text types 

Reading skills are developed through a range of strategies: 

• providing a wide range of reading material and opportunities for children to 
select from for information and entertainment 

• use of structured reading schemes –Alphablocks, Oxford Reading Tree, 
Collins Big Cat 

• regular one-to-one reading support for all children who have not yet 
reached the stage of being able to read independently 
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• a daily programme of systematic and structured phonics teaching in Early 
Years, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 for all children working at or below 
phase 5 where necessary (supporting schemes: Letters and Sounds, Liverpool 
Phonics Scheme) 

• ensuring that every child takes part in small group guided reading at least 
once a week   

• regular use of home reading books  
• accelerated reader 
• personalised target setting 
• well planned and structured discrete skill based whole class reading lessons  
• the use of high quality age related texts  

Accelerated Reader 

Reading skills are vital to children’s success at school and in life, and at Florence 
Melly we believe reading for pleasure is key to this.  Pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6 use 
Accelerated Reader which is a computer based program that helps teachers and 
parents monitor pupils’ independent reading practice.   Children using Accelerated 
Reader choose their own books to read, rather than having one assigned to them. 
This makes reading a much more enjoyable experience as they can choose books 
that are interesting to them. Each half term pupils take an online reading test to 
check progress and targets are set based on the test results.  

Writing 

Aims for our children: 

• write with confidence, enjoyment and fluency showing creativity and an 
awareness of the reader 

• write with a real purpose and awareness of audience 
• have an interest in words and develop a growing vocabulary including 

technical language in spoken and written forms 
• understand a range of text types and genres 
• develop the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness 
• produce pieces of writing using correct punctuation and sentence 

construction  
• develop writing stamina and accuracy 
• have clear and legible handwriting (see Handwriting Policy)  
• plan, draft, edit and publish effectively  
• apply their knowledge of text type and genre features to their own 

independent writing  
• be proud of their writing 
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Writing is developed through a range of strategies: 

• regular modelled, shared and guided writing 
• blast tasks which revisit areas of prior learning in grammar and punctuation 
• personalised target setting  
• well planned and structured discrete skill-based writing lessons  
• use a range of resources and scaffolding materials to develop independence 
• the use of quality texts and creative stimuli 
• regular vocabulary tasks 
• marking which celebrates achievement and provides next steps (see Marking 

Policy) 
• providing opportunities for pupils to write at length  
• planning, revising and evaluating their writing 
• writing with an awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an 

increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar 

Oracy  

We ensure the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in 
spoken language across the whole curriculum. Pupils are given opportunities to 
develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and poems, and to 
prepare their ideas prior to writing. They are assisted in making their thinking 
clear to themselves as well as to others. Teachers ensure pupils build secure 
foundations by using discussion to probe and remedy their misconceptions. Pupils 
are taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate. They 
are encouraged to use their philosophical and thinking skills. 
Teachers should demonstrate the correct use of spoken English at all times. 

We are readers 

• Excellent phonic knowledge and skills. 

• Fluency and accuracy in reading across a wide range of contexts throughout the 
curriculum. 

• Knowledge of an extensive and rich vocabulary. 

• An excellent comprehension of texts. 

• The motivation to read for both study and for pleasure. 

• Extensive knowledge through having read a rich and varied range of texts. 

We are writers 

• The ability to write fluently and with interesting detail on a number of topics 
throughout the curriculum. 
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• A vivid imagination which makes readers engage with and enjoy their writing. 

• A highly developed vocabulary and an excellent knowledge of writing techniques 
to extend details or description. 

• Well-organised and structured writing, which includes a variety of sentence 
structures. 

• Excellent transcription skills that ensure their writing is well presented and 
punctuated, spelled correctly and neat. 

• A love of writing and an appreciation of its educational, cultural and 
entertainment values. 

We are communicators 

• An exceptional talent for listening attentively so as to understand what is being 
said.  

• A rich and varied vocabulary that gives clarity and interest to conversations. 

• Clear speech that can be easily understood by a range of audiences. 

• An excellent grasp of the rules used in English conversation, such as tenses and 
the grammatical structure of sentences. 

• A highly developed ability to tell stories that capture the interest and 
imagination of the audience. 

• A delight in initiating and joining in conversations. 

• Respect for others when communicating, even when views differ. 
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